BOHEMIA   IN   BONDAGE
far that the German technique for reducing these countries is now
clear to see, and you may make a fair picture of what will happen
throughout Danubian Europe. It is a skilful process of always
asking for more, of relentless pressure relentlessly maintained,
of squeezing until the pips squeak.
I think you can find the definition of this process in Hitler's
book, Mein Kampf— not in the English edition, perhaps, but
in the edition the Germans read. I read in an English newspaper
that a London bookseller, at Christmas 1938, said that Mein
Kampf was to-day the best-selling book in England. This means,
I suppose, that the English are seeking after knowledge, and
rightly so.
In the German edition you will find these lines: *A clever victor
will always impose his demands on the conquered'in parts... He
can then reckon that a people will feel no sufficient cause in each
of these single oppressions for seizing arms again.'
This theory was being applied to the Czechs. Every day was
bringing them more and more demands, without any return.
After Munich, they thought that they would, as the price of their
capitulation, at least be left to live in peace within their frontiers.
They were wrong. The first demand was for the cession of a strip
of territory for the building of the German Corridor through
Czecho-Slovakia. They resisted, they did not want to sign on the
dotted line. They were told that the Germans had desired to
prove their friendliness by giving them the opportunity to sign an
agreement about the road; whether they signed or not, the road
would be built. So they signed.
Incidentally, I see that you are once more being led up that
dreary garden path in the matter of this road. I suppose it is a
waste of time to state the facts, but I will do so once again.
'Sir John Simon stated that the new road would remain part of
the territory of Czecho-Slovakia, but he had no doubt that the
road itself would be the property of some German company/
The road will not remain part of the territory of Czecho-
slovakia, it is a strip of territory formally ceded to Germany. The
road will not become the property of 'some German company*,
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